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CURRENT INTELLIGENCE STAFF STUDY 


MAO'S TSE-TUNG AND HISTORICAL MATERIALISM ° 
J. REVOLUTION 


This is a working paper, the: second of a series . 
of papers on Mao.Tse-tung as a Marxist philosopher. 
The first was addressed to Mao's alleged contribu- 
tions to dialectical materialism. Others will be 
addressed to his alleged contributions (some of them 


genuine) to other aspects of historical materialisn. 


The Sino-Soviet Studies Group would welcome. com- 
ment on this paper. The paper, like the first, was 
written by Arthur Cohen of the China Division of the 
Sino-Soviet Bloc Area, who is studying at Stanford 
this academic year; so comment should again be ad= 
dressed:;to): the :acting::coordinator ‘of" the Bares who 
will forward it to Mr.-Cohen, 
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SUMMARY 


Chinese Communist spokesmen acknowledge that Mao's early 
analysis of the Chinese revolution owes a general debt. to 
Lenin and Stalin, but they minimize that debt, and they con- 
ceal the importance of Comintern directives in Mao's early 
thinking. All of their specific claims for this early work 
appear to be spurious. Mao's alleged "development" of the 
concept of "leadership of the proletariat" in 1926 is not an 
advance on Lenin's position in 1912, and even his agreement 
with Lenin on this point was inserted into Mao's works many 
years later. Mao's alleged discovery that: revolutions in 
backward countries are primarily peasant revolutions was 
anticipated by Lenin, Stalin, and other Chinese Communist 
leaders such as Peng Pai.- Similarly, Lenin, not Mao, .first 

: emphasized the importance of the poor peasants in a. revolu- . 
tion, and, with respect to the responsiveness: of the poor 


peasants to Communist party leadership, again the Chinese Com. - 


munists have faked a date to credit Mao with making this point 
years before the fact. Further, Mao's alleged discovery: that 
a part of the bourgeoisie was friendly to the revolution was 
simply a repetition of Lenin and Stalin. — 


Subsequently, Mao made.two or perhaps three contributions - 
to the theory of revolution. One of these, although forced on 
him by circumstance, was the concept of an isolated rural base 
area, Another, although taken in part (perhaps in largest 
part) from Chu Te, was his doctrine on guerrilla warfare; So- 
viet writers themselves have paid Mao tribute in this field. = 
The possible third, a development over his early thinking, 
was Mao's moderate and conciliatory line toward capitalists 
and the capitalist economy during a revolution, a policy which 
seems to have been troublesome to Moscow at the time. However, - 
‘another of Mao's concepts of the middle years, the "paper ane 
tiger"--enjoining Communists to have faith in their eventual 
triumph, but to respect the enemy in particular situations-- 
which is presented as a “new development of enormous. signifi- 
cance" in theory, is simply a platitude. ‘ : 


The Chinese Communists believe that Mao's contributions 
to the theory of revolution--whether. false, true, or platitu- . 
dinous--are applicable to other backward countries. For. ex- 
ample, the gloss on Mao's selected works contends that other 
“eolonial peoples," holding rural base areas, can wage a long 
war to encircle the cities and win a total victory, just as 
the Chinese Communists had done. ; 
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MAO TSE-TUNG AND HISTORICAL MATERTALISM 


I. REVOLUTION 


Introduction — 


. In his Dialectical: and Historical Materialism of October 
1938, Stalin defines historical materialism as "an applica- 


tion of the principles of dialectical ‘materialism to the - 


phenomena of the life of society, to the study of society. 


- and its history." .(1) This definition is too general and | 
obscures Lenin's and Stalin's special way of breating the 
“idea of historical materialism, 


‘Mars and Engels had ‘discussed historical matérialisn - 


. with primary emphasis on the way in which the material pro-= 


duction of goods is organized and the relations between the 
classes producing them. . Revolution would occur almost 
spontaneously as the inevitable stages of class struggle 
developed, In their writings, the outline of the future 
society was vague. 


Lenin and Stalin shifted the! euphnade slightly but de- 
cisively, concentrating in their works more.on the tactics of 
revolution.and less on the modes of production. That is, as: 


‘actual leaders as well as theorists, they constantly attempted 


to gauge the strength of political and military forces and the 
possibilities of "pushing the revolution forward," relegating 
theoretical analysis of economic factors in any country to a 
secondary position. Thus Lenin says. that, "we Marxists have 
always been proud of the fact that by a strict analysis of 


-the mass’ forces and mutual class relations we have been able 


to determine the expediency of this or that form of mass strug- . 
gle." . (2) The same is true of Mao Tse-tung, who, in his first 
Marxist-Leninist work (3), Analysis of the Various Classes in. , 
Chinese Society of March 1926 Jkereatter, Analysis/, centers 
his attention on estimating the revolutionary potential of 
social classes in China. 


Claims of Mao's Originality 


Chinese Communist writers have agreed with Soviet writers . 
that Mao Tse-tung used’ Lenin's and Stalin's ideas. in his: 
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analysis of the Chinese revolution. Thus Chang Jushéin States 
in 1953 that in’ the period of the First Revolutionary Civil © 


‘War (1924-1927), "Comrade Mao Tsé-tung...the faithful student 


and comrade-in-arms of Stalin, upheld the standpoint of Lenin 
and Stalin‘ on problems of the revolution An China. tt (A) 


* Chang, however, implies that there: was an slewenk of 


' Originality in Mao's analysis: ‘in 1926 (the time of the 


publication of Stalin's Prospects of the Chinese Revolution), 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung published his Analysis, In which he. used 
asa basis the theories of Lenin and Stalin to arrive at'a 
similar conclusion with that of Stalin on the fundamental 
problens of the Chinese revolution." (5) That is, Chang seems 


'* to “feel that any careful Communist reader will: know that Mao's 


Analysis was written before Stalin's Prospects, as these works 
were published in March 1926 and November 1926 respectively. 


Chang's implied claim that Mao was an independent thinker 
on revolution -in 1926 is supported by politburo alternate 
Chen’ Po-ta, who insists that, "Both in 1927,..and afterwards 
--,opportunists. . obstructed the dissemination inside the 
Chinese party of: Stalin's.many works on the Chinese question.: 
There were also language difficulties and the counterrevolu- 
tionary blockade. For these reasons, many comrades in out 
party who were actually leading the Chinese revolution. did ; 
not: have an opportunity to make a systematic study. of Stalin's 
many works on China...Comrade Mao Tse-tung was also one of 
them. It.was only after the cheng feng movement in 1942 that 
Stalin's works on China were Systematically edited by our: 
party...but despite these obstacles in dissemination, Comrade 
Mao Tse-tung has been able to reach the same conclusions as 
Stalin on many fundamental problems through his independent ~- 
thinking."" (6) Another writer says that only Stalin's Srob=. 


-- blems of the Chinese Revolution of April 1927 was “published. 


and circulated” in China at some unspecified date between 1927 
(7) 


But neither Chang nor Chen makes any reference to the 
fact that the real tactical policies, and the theoretical 
justifications of these policies, were sent to China in the — 
form of numerous Comintern directives with ahatene 8 approval, 


(8) 





and 1936 "under onda t sons. of bitter fighting and White terror." 




















“Leadership: of the yeoleteriat® 


Chen Po-ta claims that Mao neanaaatentys adhered to.., 
the Lenin-Stalin theory concerning the leadership of the - 
proletariat and developed this theory in a ‘concrete manner." 
(9) But how Mao had done this, Chen never informs us. Chang 
Ju-hsin implies that Mao developed this theory in Analysis 
by pointing out that, "The national bourgeoisie's aim of és- 
tablishing a state under its own rule is impracticable." (10) © 
Chang continues: "The leader’ of the Chinese - -bourgeois-demo-— 
cratic revolution against Imperialism and feudalism will not 
be the national bourgeoisie, but the proletariat," as this is. 

a “bourgeois-democratic revolution of a new type."' (11) ‘To 
mettic the matter decisively, he quotes from Analysis: "The — 
leading force in our revolution is the industrial proletariat." 


This is merely Lenin's view of proletarian leadership in 
a revolution against feudalism--one of his revisions of Marx. 
and Engels. According to Marx and Engels, revolution in 
modern times will progress in two distinct stages: first, a 
"bourgeois, democratic": revolution places the bourgeoisie in 
power after an attack upon feudalism and monarchy, and, second, 
a "socialist" revolution slowly ripens and overthrows: the 
bourgeoisie, establishing a dictatorship of the proletariat. 
Thus Engels says in 1848: "Fight on bravely then, gentlemen 
of capital. We-need your help: We need even’ your rule upon 
occasions. For it is you who must clear from our path the 
relics of the Middle Ages and of absolute monarchy. ‘You must 
abolish monarchy, you must centralize, you must change the 
more or less destitute classes into real proletarians--re- 
cruits for us. It is your factories and trade connections 
that must lay the foundations for the liberation of the 
proletariat. Your reward shall be a brief period of rule. 
You shall dictate. laws, and bask in the sun of your own ma- 
jesty. But remember, *The Bangeen’ s foot is upon the thres- 
hold.'" (12) . ; 


In his Two Tactics of Social Democracy in the Democratic 
Revolution of June-July I905, however, Lenin insists that the 


proletariat must not be a subsidiary to the bourgeoisie, and . 


that it must become the leader of the bourgeois-democratic. 
revolution. (13) "Marxism teaches the proletariat not to 
keep aloof from the bourgeois revolution, not to be indifferent. 
to it, not to allow the leadership of the revolution to be as-' 
sumed by the bourgeoisie.” (14) "The proletariat, being, by 


‘virtue of its very position, the most advanced and the only con- 


sistently revolutionary class, is for. that very reason: called 


oe Bis 


PPIGHAL—USE ONLY 








Brmem-vas-ool. 


upon: to play the leading part in the general democratic 
revolutionary movement in Russia." (15) In the Agrarian ~ 


Program of Social Democracy ‘of. November-Décember :: 1507, Lenin 
“First defines. the bourgeois-democratic revolution in Russia ‘ 


as a “peasant revolution" and then says that, "The proletariat. 
must in its own interest assume the leadership of oe Deakany 
revolution.” (16) ; 


Turning bis attention to colonial vevolutioascatnatienak” 
liberation movements in ‘the East"--Lenin at first. does not — 
stress proletarian leadership of. these "bourgeois, democratic” 
revolutions and seems. to have believed that his Two Tactics 
thesis’ need not be applied to China's bourgeois revolution 
of 1911, In‘hid Democracy and Narodism in China of ‘July Bee 
1912, Lenin contrasts the: bourgeoisie of the. West who: ‘are 
"rotten to the core" with: Sun Yat-sen, "a revolutionary: demo-. 
crat, who symbolizes the -«nability atid heroism inhérent in 


a class that is on the rise." He says: "The Western bour- 


geoisie isin a state of decay; it is already. confronted by 
its grave-digger--the proletariat. in Asia, in contrast, 
there is'stillia bourgeoisie capable of championing sincere, 
militant, consistent democracy, a worthy. comrade of France's 
great enlighteners.and great’ leaders of the close of the 18th 
century." /Lenin's emphasis7 (17) Continuing in an orthodox 
Marxist vein, Lenin points to the “virgin naivete" of Sun's 
idea that "capitalism can be 'prevented' in China," (18) and 
assigns the small Chinese proletariat only the task of crit- 


icizing Sun's utopias while it "defend and develops the revolu~. 


tionary-démocratic core of his ec portesca and eerarsen program," 
(19) ¢ 


. By November 1912, however, Lenin: is prepared to return 
to his Two Tactics thesis of proletarian (that is, Communist 
party): Teadership of the bourgeois-democratic revolution. In 


‘his Regenerated China, he says: "China's freedom was won by 
‘an alliance of peasant democracy and liberal bourgeoisie. — 


Whether the peasants, without the leadership of a proletarian 
party, will be able to retain their democratic positions |. 
against the liberals, who are only waiting for a suitable mo- 


ment to shift to the a the near future made show.” 


(20) /Lenin's emphasis/ 

When, therefore, ‘satlin in May 1925 calls on students : 
in the University of the Toilers of the East to "ensure. the" 
hegemony of the proletariat" in the national-revolutionary 
bloc (21) and Mao in March 1926 poarenetee the industrial 
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proletariat as. ‘the WLeading - force" fn the. bourgeois-democratié: 
revolution, they are not expounding a new idea. 


Returning. ‘to. Chang's and Chen's chains, they ‘are open to 
another ‘objection: — at nO point in the original 1926 version 
of Analysis does Mao designate the proletariat as the "lead— 
ing™ force. Why not? Because Mao and the other Chinese Com- 
munist leaders at that time were carrying out Comintern di- 


.rectives, which. designated the Kuomintang (KMT) as a bloc of . 


ro 


four classes and 48 the "Idéader* ‘of China's democratic rev- 
olution. The sentence which Chang .i8 emphatic in quoting~~ 
"The leading force in our révolution is the industrial pro- 
Gy ‘inserted into the 1951 version of anetyese.: 
(22 ay ar nara 


The Importance of the Peasants 
Chang Juchsin ‘algo claims that Mao solved the problen. of 
allies in the Chinese revolution, Chang states. that, "Comrade 
Mao Tse-tung developed Lenin's and Stalin's. directives on the 
Special and important role of the peasant question in colonial 
and semicolonial revolutionary movements, making a complete * 
estimate of the peasants" revolutionary attitude. He said 
that the poor and middle peasants, who.compromise more than | 
80 percent of China's population, are the most important and 
reliable ally of the proletariat in.the democratic revolu- 
tion." (23) Analysis (March 1926) and Report of an‘ Investiga- 
tion Into the Peasant Movement. in Hunan arc ere~ : 


after, “Heport7, Chang continues, tontain ‘Maota contribution. 


In Analysis, Mao says. that, The: overwhelming majority 
of the " somT Tenant peasants. together with the poor peasants, 
constitute a very large section: of the masses in the country- 
Side. The ‘peasant problem' is essentially their problen. | a 
(24) Mao centers his attention on the poor. peasants even 
more orcotuity in Report, the most anreare thing Be ever . 
wrote: 


The main force ‘in the countryside which has al-: 
ways put up the bitterest fight is the poor peasants, 
_ From the period of underground organization to that 
of open organization, the poor peasants have fought 
‘militantly all along, .They accept most willingly ‘the - 
leadership of the Communist party. They are the dead-. 
_liest enemies of the local bullies and bad-gentry and 


Some 
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‘attack. ‘their strongholds without the Biientest hesita- 
tion.... ‘They are the backbone of the Peasant As- ; 
sociation, the vanguard in overthrowing the feudal. 
forces , “andthe: forémostoterces’ who-have:.accomplished | 
the great revolutionary undertaking left unaccomplished 

_ for many years. Without the poor peasants (the 'riff- — 
raff" as the gentry call them) it would never have been 
possible to bring about in the countryside the present 
State Of revohitTron>” to’ overthrow the: local ‘bullies and 

. the bad gentry, or to complete the democratic revolu- — 
tion, Being the most revolutionary, the poor peasants 

_ have won the leadership in the Peasant Association.... 


This leadership of the poor peasants is absolutely 
necesnary: Without ane poor peasants there can be no 
: tions TS a attack thes: is’ to attack the revolution, The 


general direction they have taken in the revolution 
has never been wrong. fouplaate: ia origina? 1926 


Report] | (25) 


’ According to Chang,. therefore, Mao densnmuc tea original- 
ity by.maintaining’ that. (1) revolutions in backward countries | 
(such as. China) are primarily . peasant revolutions and (2) the 
poor peasants are the most - ‘important force and reliable ally 
in these revolutions.. 





1. Revolutions in Backward Countries ‘Are Primarily 
. Peasant Revolutions 


In view of Lenin's statements as well as Stalin’ g§ and 
those of several Chinese Communists, Mao appears not to have 
made a contribution to theory on’ this point. For it. was. 
Lenin who departed from Marx's reluctance to use the peasants 
ag an important revolutionary fighting force. In his Agrarian 
Program of Social Democracy of November-December 1907," tent 
emphatically states that, "The agrarian. question /in Russia/ 
is the basis of the bourgeois-democratic revolution.... We 
must have a clear: idea of the character and significance of 
precisely the peasant agrarian revolution as one of the 
varieties of bourgeois revolution." Further: "The peasant 
revolution, as Kautsky justly pointed out, leads also to state 
bankruptcy, i.e., it damages the interests not only of the 
Russian, but of the whote international. bourgeoisie." Fur- 
ther: . "A section of the Marxists, the Right wing, persistent~ 
ly made shift witb an abstract, stereotyped conception of the 
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bourgeois revolution, and: failed to perceive the peculiar 
features of the present bourgeois revolution, which is 

. precisely a peasant revolution.... The Bolsheviks, on the 
‘ other hand...singled out.the concept of péasant revolution 
as one Of the varieties of bourgeois revolution,..< Thus © 
we see that Plekhanov completely collapsed on the ‘ques- 
tion of fundamentals of the:general Social~Democratic tace. 
tics in a bourgeois. revolution that can be victorious ony 
as a peasant ‘revolution, " (26) . 


Later, turning to ‘the task of formulating’ Coiiimuniat: 
tactics for‘ backward countries of the Near East and ‘Agia 


- Lenin in effect sees only the peasants as the revolutionary 


‘force. It is as a proponent of peasant revolutionary move- 
ments that Lenin speaks to the. Second ‘Congress of the. ; 
Comintern: in July 1920; 


The most important. feature of ‘babkward coun- 
tries is that the precapitalist relations still: 
preyail there and that, therefore, there can be no 
question of a purely proletarian movement in them, — 
There is almost no industrial proletariat in those 
countries.... The idea of soviet organization is 
a simple one, and it can be applied: not.only to pro- | 
letarian conditions ‘but also to feudal.and seaifeudal. 
peasant relations...we must base the theses of the © 
Communist International on the. assumption that the ; 
peasant soviets...are applicable not only to capital- 


ist countries but also to the countries of precapital=_ a 


' ist conditions, and that it is the absolute: duty of 
the Communist parties..to propagate the idea of peas- 
ant Soviets, the Soviets of the toiling people every 
where...and to try, wherever conditions permit, to. 
create peasant Boviets or Soviets of the toilers. | (27) 


Actually, despite Lenin’ 8s directives on the importance 
of peasant revolutions for, backward countries, most ofthe 
very early leaders of the Chinese Communist: party (CCP) di- 
rected their activities toward organizing the urban working 
class, which was small in numbers. . (28) But at least one 
prominent Chinese Communist leader, Peng Pai, who in the 


late °1920's became a politburo member, carried out Lenin! a 


instruction to sneer? nena BOUtOLS 
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“ In 1921; one year. ‘after: “he badame a nember of the cop, >: 
Peng Pai went tithe Kwangt ung countryside to carry out "organ- 
ization and propaganda" work among the peasants. He’ organ- 
ized thé, first. village’ peasants' association in China-in | a 
Kwangtung province: which, by. ‘September 1922, had enrolled «.-. 
more than. 500 members. On’ 1 January 1923, the Haifeng County = F 


‘Peasants’. Association was formally established with a mem~ 


bership of. about 20,000 families of 1005000 persons, or one- 
quarter of the. population. of the. county: By mid-1923, he 
established the Kwangtung Provincial asant's Association 7 
and raised the slogan, "Down with the landowners! . Long live 
the peasants!" Demands for reduction of land rent became 
demands for its total abolition, Peasant struggles against 
landlords and local officials spread throughout Kwangtung 
Province and into Hupeh and Hunan. Peasant” associations 
were;firmly established in Honan. by September 1925. ‘In 

Hunan, by late November 1926, there were 54 hsien, with a. 
tots#l registered membership dn the peasants associations of . 
1,071,137... By January 1927--when: Mao began his investiga- 
tion-~this number exceeded 2,000,000,(29) Peng:Pai set up : 
the first peasant. soviet in China--the Haifeng Soviet: Repub- 
lic of Kwangtung-—in November 1927. - (oy ; ia 


Peasant revolution was ‘vapidly developing in the rural 
areas when the KMT began its own revolutionary activities 
among the peasants in 1924. In August 1926, the KMT Peasant 
Department published its declaration. of Current Tactics for. 


‘the Peasant Movement in Hunan, which extensively discussed 


policies for expanding and strengthening Hunan's peasant 
associations, (31) especially among the "poor peasants." 

Mao did not go out to inspect these flunan associations ‘for 
the Central Committee of the CCP until early 1927, when he . 
was also. habeus activists for the DESeANY. movement ZOE the’ 
KMT. : 


Thus Mao was.not a néwcomer as a peasant organizer and , 
inspector, Moreover, he was not the first Chinese Communist © 
uo. emphasize the importance of the peasants, . 


In addition. to Peng Pai, several Communist ‘writers eorke? 


ing with the KHT's Peasant Department placed almost ‘exclusive 


emphasis on the peasants. In August 1925, they were desig-. 
nated the "major force for destroying feudalism" by the Com- 


_munist Kan Naiekuang. Kan says that, "The peasant class is 


the basic class of the national revolution... In other words, 
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the peasantry is .the main force of the national revolution," 
He explicitly reverses the ‘view held by. Marxists, and, more 
often than not, by Leninists, on the role of the peasaits | 

as. an ally of the proletariat: "We consider that the work- 
ing class is the most reliable ally of ene ponents.” (32) 


Stalin, too, had: underscored the’ importance of a peas-— 
ant revolution for China before Mao stressed the poirt..Thus 
the Theses of the Seventh Plenum of the Conitern Executive - 
Committee which Stalin and Bukharin drafted with the assist~-. 
ance of Tan Ping-shan, the. Chinese Communist delegate, in 
November 1926 states: ; 


Not to deal poLdiy with the wae quastien: 

‘not to support in their entirety the political and 
economic aims of the peasant masses would be a real 
danger forthe revolution. It would be wrong not 

to place the program.of the peasant movement first  — 
in the program of national liberation. for fear of: 
alienating the::uncértain and perfidious cooperation 
of a part of. the capitalist olass, . (33) 


In his Prospects of the Revolution. in China of Novenber 1926, 
Stalin Considered as correct the view of Tan Ping-shan,; who 


‘Maintained that the immediate satisfaction of the most: urgent 


peasant demands is an “essential condition for the yeckary ; 
of the Chinese revolution." . (34) 


Peasant revolution was in the air. - Inasmuch as land 
held by KNT officers was not to be confiscated,  KMT dele- 
gate Shao Li-tzu reported to the November 1926 Comintern 
plenum that, "Comrade Chiang Kai-shek declared in his .speech 
before the members of the KMT that the Chinese revolution —.. 
would be unthinkable if it were unable to solve correctly 
the SErarian,’ i.e., the peasant question." (35) 


2, The Poor. Peasants are the Most Important Force and ~ 
Reliable Ally — 


‘ Lenin, not Mao, first underscored the importance of the 
poor peasants in a revolutionary movement. In his Agrarian 
Program of Social Democracy of 1907, Lenin speaks of the - 
poor peabantry™ which he déscribes’ as crushed by the feudal — 
landlords. He also distinguishes a small group of "middle 
peasants," who possess: land sufficient to conduct farming in 
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a tolerable way, a small group of "well-to-do peasants," and 
"Peudal latifundia." (36) In a work writtén two years ear- 
lier, he speaks of a “rural proletariat" and says that "we =~ 
lay the main emphasis on...the special organization of the 
rural proletariat into a class party...we are keen on. revolu- 
tionar easant COMMITTEES» «  « Class antagonism between the 
rural proletariat an € peasant bourgeoisie is inevitable, 

- and we reveal it in’ advance, explain it and prepare for .the 


struggle on the basis of ate" (37) /Cenin"s emphasis7 


. hus Lenin seems to use the designation. "rural proletariat" 
as Engels had done in his The Peasant Question in. France and 
Germany ‘of 1894, that is, as poor farm workers as a 
from big and small landowners. Yor Lenin, it is the rural — 
proletariat’ who will make the revolution in the countryside. 


Returning to Mao’ 's Report, viewed in. its time and cir-. 
cumstances, Communists scem not to haye considered it as a 
‘heresy. Because rural. revolution was- rapidly increasing in 
1925 and because Stalin had‘designated it the “essential 
condition for the victory of the Chinese revolution" in No~ 
vember 1926, the Report of: March 1927 seemed appropriate to 
the time. it apparently. wasia fairly accurate estimate of °— 
the revolutionary potential and total forces of the peasants 
in Hunan. To provide an accurate ‘picture of the peasants as. 
he saw their activities, Mao. gave the peasants ‘credit for 70 
percent of the revolutionary work: in Hunan and attributed 
only 30 percent to the Hunan urban dwellers and military units. 


That this was viewed as a useful estimate ‘of the eae 
ants' revolutionary éenthusaism rather than a piece of here- 
tical writing is suggested by the. fact that it was reprinted 
by the Russian-dominated CCP in its. efficial Joust? G8). as 
well. as by Moscow, — (39) oe 


Similarly, Bane Pai's reports of ecpenliancen in organiz- 
ing the first peasants' association in China in early 1920's 
and the first peasant, Soviet in 1927 were reprinted in. the 
Soviet publication International ‘Literature (1932) .°.:Moscow 
did this, despite the fact that Peng Speaks almost exclusive~. 
ly of the peasants' revolutionary activity without any ‘signif- 
-icant urban support. In describing Haifeng County as divided 
into two big camps--"landowners and the peasants"--Peng speaks - 
of the workers not as leaders butas subsidiary allies of the 
peasants: "The workers were on the side of the peasants." (40) 
That is the extent of his discussion of the workers. 
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‘In October 1951, however, when the Chinése ‘Corniunists 
were laboring | to build Mao Tse-tung's préStige as an eminent . 
theorist; the emphasis on réportorial :accuracy..wascréplaced. 
The new emphasis was on doctrinal maturity; on theoretical 
excellence. What in March 1927, and in: the years immedi-. 
ately following, .was viewed as a good‘:on-the-spot. account . 
of the Hunan peasant revolts, in October 1951 was viewed’ as 

a "brilliant"' Marxist-Leninist theoretical analysis of the ~. 
: Chinedé: revolution in general. As: such, it was subjected ’ 
to the test of doctrinal rather than practical accuracy, : . 
and as a result, the sentence slighting the "urban dwellers" 
- role in the Hunan revolts was deleted. (41) : 


A doctrinal content was supplied by insertion. "tue, | 
theorist Li Ta claims that, “In the Report, Comrade Mao Tse- 
tung established the theoretical foundation of the worker- *: 
peasant alliance." (42) But in the original version of the: 
Report, Mao does not. mention the "worker-peasant alliance.” 
Another theorist, Chu Chien-nung, claims that in the Report - 
Mao solved the question of ‘¥éadership of the peasant revolu— 
tion. To prove this doctrinal point, Chu cites” the’ follow= 


ing sentence from the Report: "The poor péasants accept . ; 


most willingly the leadership = of ‘the Communist party." (43) 
But this crucial sentence appears only in the 1951 version 
of the Report as an insertion; it was not in the 1927 ori- - 
ginal. “For the Comintern had designated the KMT as leader’. 
of the national revolution, not the CCP. At the time, Mao’ - 
was working for the KMT as well as for the CCP, and his Re-- 
port was therefore published not only in: the ‘CCP's offictal 
. Organ and in Moscow, but also in the weekly publication of | 
the Central Executive Committee of the KMT. (44). : 


The pourgcons Ally 


Regarding the ication of allies, Li Ta clains that in 
Analysis, Mao indicated that the Chinese bourgeoisie is 
different from the bourgeoisie in capitalist countries and 
‘“came to the conclusion" that the "left-wing of the national 
bourgeoisie could be friendly toward the revolution.. 
asserts that by including the "national bourgeoisie” in the 
worker~led united front of peasants and petty bourgeoisie, 
",,.Comrade Mao -Tse-tung has further developed the Marxist- 
Leninist theory of classes." "Clearly, Analysis established 
“ays ofa revolutionary united fro met T ed by the workers." 
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Li mentions no éarly Communist literature on the subject 
‘of the national bourgeoisie probably because his claims would 
crumble were he to do so. For Lenin and Stalin were éxplicit 
in discussing the "revolutionary” section of the bourgeoisie. 


Thus in his The Stages, Trends, and Prospects of the 
Revolution of 1906, Lenin makes a distinction between two 
‘Sections Of the Russian bourgeoisie: ."...The labor movement 
flares up into a direct revolution, while the liberal bour-~ 
geoisie has already united in a Constitutional-Democratic 
- party and thinks of stopping the revolution by compromising . 
with tsarism., But: the radical elements of the bourgeoisie 
and petty bourgeoisie are inclined to enter into an alliance’ 
with the proletariat for the continuation of the mevosuttonec ae? 
/Lenin' 8 emphasis7 (46) ee Se 


Discussing. revolution in backward countries, partioulariy 
in China, Stalin in 1925 speaks of the split of the "nation-— 
al bourgeoisie...into a. revolutionary and an anti-revolu- 
tionary wing." "Hence the task of the Communist elements in 

_ the colonial ‘countries is to link up with the revolutionary. 
elements of the bourgeoisie...." (47) When; therefore, 
roughly one year later Mao says in. Analysis ‘that ‘"some sec~ 
tions" of the "middle class" (i.e., the national bourgeoisie) 
will "turn left and. join the. ranks of the revolution” and 
the other section will become anti-revolutionary sel ‘he is 
merely repeating Stalin's formulation. 


But in order to credit Mao with originality, Li Ta ‘cites 
Chen Po-ta's statement that Mao in the 1920's "did not ‘have 
an opportunity to make a systematic study of Stalin's many 
works on China." (See pager fwo,”, above) The whole basis: 
of Chen's argument is untenable. Few Communist leaders,.if . 
any, had the opportunity to make a "systematic" study of 
Stalin's "many" works'on China. The point.is that they re~ 
ceived his directives on policy regularly and in. considerable 
detail through Comintern channels. These directives in- 
cluded the matter of a united front with the "revolutionary" 
section of the bourgeoisie--a distinction which appears fre- 
quently in the writings of early Chinese Communist leaders. 


In at least one decisive case, the Comintern directive | 
was given forcefully and orally in Moscow. At the Fourth 


‘Congress of the Communist International, which met from 5 No- 
vember to 5 December 1922, Karl Radek. attacked the Chinese. 
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delegates for being too "leftist" in their view of the bour-- 
geoisie. "You must understand, comrades, that neither’ the 
question of socialism nor of the Soviet republic is now the ~ 
order of the day...the immediate task is: (a) to organize 
the young working class; (b) to adjust its relations with - 
the revolutionary bourgeoisie elements in’ order to organize . feo 
the: struggle against European and Asiatic Lsapaness7- inperisle . 
ism." *enphasis supplied/ (49) : 


To: sum up, Mao Tse-tung did not, make a contribution to ” 
the theory of historical materialism ae his earliest works, 
Analysis and Report. 


The’ Rural. Base Area 


But Communists say that in the actual conduct of lite, 
in the actual direction of the party in revolution, a leader ' 
contributes to the theory of historical materialism as well. 
This is true, and it is in this area that Mao: has made a 
significant contribution to the theory of revolution. 


Specifically, Chen Po-ta claims that Mao "...worked out 
a series of complete conclusions: ...that it‘was possible’ 
for the revolution to achieve victory first in the country-: 
side and'that it was possible to establish long-term revolu- re 
tionary bases there. "  ~=(50) 


Mao and his supporters apparently believed that they had- 
little. choice but to achieve "victory first in the country-, 
side." -In his The Chinese Revolution and the CCP of Decem- 
ber 1939, Mao says that since "powerful imperialism and. its 
reactionary allies in China have occupied China's key cities. 
for a long time...," the relatively weak Communists "must . 
build the backward villages into advanced, consolidated base > 
areas." (51) .The idea of a rural base area is a contribu- | 
tion to the Marxist~Leninist theory of revolution. 


The prerequisities for establiishing - "long-term revolu- 
tionary bases" in the countryside are enumerated by Mao in 
November 1928. In his The Struggle in Chingkang Mountains, 
Mao says that in order to survive, an: "isolate ase” 
requires, "(1) a sound mass basis, (2) a first-rate party 
organization, (3) a Red Army of adequate strength, (4) a 
terrain favorable to military operations, and (5) economic 
PESene tI sufficient for self-support. " (53) Hee can. agree 
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with Chén Po-ta's statement that, "To establish revolutionary 

‘bases by armed force was the starting point of the road along 
which Comrade Mao Tse-tung led the revolution to nation-wide — 
_vietory." (54) 


Guerrilla’ Waxtare 


Chen singles out euoseitia warfare, as well as rural’: 
bases, aS an important component of Mao's theory of eevolue 
tion. Chen says: "The main strategy of the revolutionary 
war as expounded by Comrade Mao Tse-tung was to develop” 
guerrilla warfare to the fullest possible extent and on a 
large scale and then, under certain, conditions, after the . 
growth of:our strength, to transform it into regular war-. 
fare...." (55) Chen then:.quotes from Mao's The Chinese 
Revolution and the CPP: ",..the protracted revolutionary 
Struggle conducted in such revolutionary bases is chiefly a 
peasant guerrilla war led by the Chinese Communist party....” 


Chinese claims for the originality.of Mao's theory of 
guerrilla warfare tactics--some of which he took from Chu 
Te--are marked by considerable detail. "In this series of 
lectures /On Protracted War, 26 May to 3 June 19387, Comrade 
Mao Tse-tiung... worked out his strategic concept: of *conduct- 
ing independent and isolated guerrilla warfare in mountainous 
terrain' and 'prosecuting primarily guerrilla warfare: coupled 
‘with a war of movement in favorable circumstances’ for the 
Eighth Route Army and the New Fourth Army." (56). "With 
regard to the problem of engaging the enemy, it was Comrade 
Mao Tse-tung who always determined military strategy and 
military art. Precisely coincident with the promulgation 
of guerrilla warfare, he created his famous. 16~word formulg- 
tion: ‘Enemy advances, we retire. Enemy tarries, we harass, 
Enemy tires, we fight. Enemy retires, we pursue.!..?. To ; 
summarize the 25 years of experience in guerrilla warfare, 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung wrote many famous military treatises: 

Strategic Problems of China's Revolutionary War, Strategic 
- Problems of the Anti-Japanese Guerrilla War, etc.” In these 
works, he explains the Sources, nature, and. theories. of war 
involved in strategic military eee ae the laws of Rica 
and even problems of military art.. (57) 





tribution to the Marxist-Leninist theory. of mevorutecn’, 


taternational importance is also claimed for Mao's guer- 
rilla warfare theories. . Thus Kuan Meng-chueh in 1952 states 
that Mao's Strategic Probblems of China's Revolutionary. War 
of December. 1950 "...is8 One of the most brilliant Marxist 
works of the world Communist movement on military science." 
(58) Kuan’s statement carries considerable authority, as he 
seems to have taken it verbatim from the 30 Years of thé CCP: 


of July. reer thus far is the: only - official a iaty “OF - 
the CCP. ; 


Despite their Hatereuces to Lenin and Stalin, Soviet i 
writers had paid Mao great tribute in discussing his treaties 
on guerrilla warfare. Thus in discussing Strategic Problems 
of China's Revolutionary War, M. Mitin states’ "Yt is an 
extremely valuable and useful military text...Mao shows bine 
self to be not only a major military figure and leader of — 


great dimensions, but also a military theoretician. who skill- 


fully and creatively applied Lenin's and Stalin's ideas in .. 
the concrete conditions of the revolutionary war in China." 
(59) I. Plyshevskiy and A. Sobolev state that, "Mao Tse- 
tung's working out of strategic and tactical problems is an 
important contribution to the art of warfare." (60) This 
Plyshevskiy-Sobolev statement, which was made in a review of 
the second volume of the Russian edition of Mao's Selected. 


‘Works is one of the most unequivocal tributes to Mao ever 


made by Soviet writers. 


The idea of revolutionary sherri ia’ warfare | as it. was 
fully developed by Mao Tse-tung appears to be another con- 


Mao's teacher in guerrilla warfare tactics was Chu Te, 
whom Major Evans F. Carlson, an early on-the-spot observer 


of Chinese Red. Army tactics, described as "pre-eminent in 


his field." (81) It is difficult. to determine the extent 
of Mao's debt to Chu on the matter of strategy and tactics. 
In any case, Chu steps aside: 


. We must not absorb foreign countries' theories 

.. mechanically and regard them as unchanging dogmas. - 
The Great Revolution, the Agrarian Revolution, and. | 
the War of Resistance have given birth to a correct 
military science..,it is 4 military science that has - 
both theory and practice...the many books on warfare 
written by Comrade Mao Tse-tung are representative ; 
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works of this new military science...the strategy 
of the people's War is the outstanding result of 
Comrade Mao Tse-tung's method of waging war. 
Zemphasis supplies7 | (62) 


This is Chu' 8 tribute to Mao in April 1945.. 
To sum up, Mao made at least two coueeipatrens to the 


Marxist-Leninist theory of revolution. These are: the idea. 
of forming rural revolutionary bases which were self-sus-- 


taining, and the idea of expanding and ‘Systematizing acim 


' pilla warfare’ tactics. 
Const t patton of the Capitalists 


Mao seems to have ade a third contribution as well. 
Regarding the question of the "revolutionary section" of 
the national bourgeoisie (also designated as the "middle 
bourgeoisie"), Mao in his earliest works merely repeated 
the formulations of ‘Stalin and of Comintern directives. An 
alliance with the "middle bourgeoisie” meant an alliance 





with political leaders; that is, with the "left KMT." This - | 
was to be a united front “from above"; a direct appeal. to = - 


the economic interests of businessmen was not envisaged. 


But in his later works, Mao attempts, .to gain the maximum 
number of allies. by a direct appeal tothe economic inter- 


ests of businessmen in the "national" or "middle" bourgeoisie... 
In effect this is a united front "from below," as it included 


a promise to protect their profits and was not restricted to 
political leaders. Thus in his The Present Situation and - 
Our Tasks of December 1947, Mao States: "AIT that the New 
Democracy revolution aims to eliminate are feudalism and ; 
monopoly capitalism, the landlord class and the bureaucratic~ 
bourgeoisie, not capitalism in general nor the petty-bour- ~- 
geoisie nor the middle bourgeoisie.. -- The existence of the 
capitalist economy of the petty bourgeoisie and the middle 
bourgeoisie must. still be permitted for a long period of — 
time." (63) ’ 


In two seapsete. Mao's statement goes beyond Lenin's 
policy of tolerance towards Russian capitalists during the 
New Economic Policy (NEP) period... First, it. envisaged the 
existence of a capitalist economy for a “long* period rather — 
than for a temporary interval. Second, Lenin carried out 
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the NEP after the Bolsheviks teok over national power, but” 
Mao pledged fo protect the economic SRLGECSLe of capitalist — 
before the CCP took power. 


That this degree of moderation and Beicil inion towards 
capitalists and capitalist economy during a revolution was: 
unprecedented, and troublesome for Moscow, is suggested by 
the manner in which the Cominform journal published Mao's © 
The Present Situation and Our Tasks. Included among. the 
deletions which the Comintorm editors made in republishing 
it is Mao's statement on sustaining the ‘middle poueerene ge” 
and capitalism. (64) . 


But Mao's idea has been madutedned in the cep. titers 
review of the. fourth volume of Mao's Selected Works, two Chi- 
nese theorists state: "Comrade Mao Tsé-tung...pointed out. 
that, with regard to the national bourgeoisie, we should not 
only win them over politically, but we must. also give its 
members consideration economically...." /emphasis ° supplied? . 
(65) Changes in the CCP’s policy towards the capitalist 
economy after 1949 will be discussed in a later paper. 


The "Daper Tiger" 


The two theorists also claim that Mao's "paper tiger" 


concept, that is, the idea of "slighting the. enemy strategical- 


ly and taking full account of him tactically," is a "new de~ 
velopment of ecormous significance in the theory of Marxist-- 
Leninist strategy and tactics." . (66) It is not. that at all. 
It is a platitude. Many revolutionary leaders, including 
non-Communist nationalists-~e.g., Abd-el~Krim, the guerrilla 
leader in Morocco--measured their cloth seven times over be- . 
fore acting when faced with a superior enemy force. AS a 
fighter in the cause of Soviet Communism, Stalin was a su- . 
preme master in showing contempt for his. enemy "strategically" 
while using ‘catia tactically. "The theorists say that 


' ‘paper tigers...considered on any particular sector or in 


regard to any specific struggle...are also living tigers, 
iron tigers, real tigers capable of devouring people, and 

we must use caution and carefully study the art of struggle." 
(67) Only a fanatic or lunatic would fail to use. "caution" 
when confronted with “real tigers. H 


The idea of "caution" has an important place in Mao's - 
"paper tiger" theory, but it is not frequently publicized. 
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When it is mentioned, it is used to provide sufficient rea-~ 


son for a manifest retreat. Thus in October 1958, Chou En-lai 
used the idea to explain to the party's propaganda depart-. 
ment the Chinese Communist backdown from the venture in the 
Taiwan Strait. : 


A Text for Backward Countries 


. The Chinese Communists believe that Mao's eaateiitiocs 
to the theory of revolution should be applied to other back- 
ward countries. When ‘Mao's Why Can China's Red Political 
Power Exist? of October 1928 was republishe n e 
edition of his selected works, the Commission on the Selected 
Works of Mao Tse-tung, a body of the CCP central committee, 
amended one of Mao's statements. In 1928 Mao had left it 
implicit that rural revolutionary bases could exist: only 


in the unique geographical and political environment of China... 


The Commission apparently was directed to add a footnote - 
which made the Chinese revolutionary experience applicable 
to other’ backward countries. The key passage in the 1951 ~ 
footnote is as follows: — : : 


Thus, just as the Chinese people have done, all 
or at least some of the colonial peoples in the Fast . 
ean hold for an extended period big or small base ' 
areas and revolutionary regimes, carry on a protracted 
revolutionary war to encircle the cities from the coun- 
tryside, and proceed gradually to take over the cities 
and win nationwide victory in their meepecteye: coun= 
tries. (68) 
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1. . History of the Comnunist Dusty of the Soviet Union woe 
or ourse, etober nternationa shers,. 


New Ton 1939, Chapter 4, D. 105. . 


2. Lenin: "On the Revolutionary Phase," Pravda, 21° February 

1918, in Collected Works, Volume XXIT, p. 265, Third 
‘ Russian Edition. Stalin's emphasis in. the conc liision 

of the History of the Communist Party of ‘the Soviet .. 
Union (8B), Short Coursé, is similar: "Mastering Marx-" 
{st-Leninist theory means assimilating the substance of 
this theory and. learning to use it in the solution of 
the practical problems of.the revolutionary movement 
under the varying conditions of the class struggle of. 
‘the proletariat." a original7 Op. cit., p. 355. 


3. Actually, Analysis of the Various Clases /aic? | one ‘the 
Chinese Peasantry and Their Attitude toward the Rev— 
Olution; 1S Mao's rs nown Marxist-Leninist work. 
This essay, which was published in the l January 1926 
igsue of Chung-kuo Mung-min (The Chinese Peasant), is 
not discussed separately in our paper, as it has been 
incorporated into the larger essay, Analysis of the 
Various Classes in Chinese Society, which appeared in 
Chung-kuo Nung-min, published by the KMT Central Ex- 
ecutive Committee, Peasant Department, Canton, . Number 
2, 1 February 1926. The current Chinese: Communist 
date for Analysis is March 1926--the date of its Bub 
lication in Chung-kuo | Ching-nien (Chinese Fouth) 


4. Chang Ju-hsin: "Stalin's Great Theoretical Contributions 
to the Chinese Revolurzon,” Peking Jen-min Jih-pao, 3 
‘April 1953. maa aaa re 


5. Chane: Apia. 


6. Chen Po-ta: “Stalin and the Chinese. Revolution, " Chung= 
.$u Yu-hao eae eecehasRED) j: 15 December 1949. 
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7. "Publication of Stalin's Works in China," Canton beers 
Jih-pao, 21 December 1959. eos > =. = 


8. ‘Direct and regular contact with the Far Eastern Secrétariat 
of the Comintern.was established by the CCP in spring 
‘1921 following G.- Voitinsky's arrival in China in spring 
1920, According to B.Z. Shumiatsky, chief-editor of the 
Russian and English journal published by the Special De- 
-partment of the Far Eastern Secretariat of the Comin- 
tern, the Special Department was established in Irkutsk’ 
in 1920 and a Chinese Section was set up-one year latér. 


The duties of the Chinese Section were outlined by Chang _ 


Tai- lei, later a hero of the Canton Commune (December : 
1927); as follows; : 


Us Ii 


A Chinese Section of the Far Eastern Secretariat in | 
Irkutsk is established to attend to the problems con- 


- nected with relations between the CCP and the Comin- 


"3. 


(Cf. 


tern, to supply information to the CCP and to the 
R.S.F.S.R., as well as to pass on the directives of 
the Executive Committee of the Comintern to the CCP. 


oo 


The Section follows the pattern of Comintern organi-~ 
zation by which the Communist parties of separate | 
countries serve as Sections of the Comintern, Like- 
wise, the relations between the Central Committee of 
the CCP and the Far Eastern Secretariat of the Comin- 
tern must be based on the similar principle of organi- 
‘gational contact. That is, the membership of the - 
Chinese Section of the Far Eastern Secretariat will 
consist of the local representative of the Central com- 
mittee of the CCP in the Secretariat, and the Section 
itself will be subordinated to the Secretariat. 


Shen Kung-po: The Communist Movement in China (1924), 
edited with introduction by C. Martin Wilbur, Colum- 
bia University East Asian Institute Series No. 7, 
Beprenver 1960, pp. 25-26.) 
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10. 
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12. 


13. 


14. 


ie Hae 


Comintern influence was exerted with increasing efféctive- 
ness. The Resolution of the First CCP Congress (July 
1921) is a short docunent which rejects compromise 
with the Nationalists (KMT), but the Decisions of the’ 
Second Congress (July. 1922) attack "imperialism, drop 
the non-compromise policy in order to permit Commu- 
nists to join the KMT, and provide the theoretical - 
rationale that the proletariat must help the bourg-~ - 
eoisie at this stage against “imperialism and feudal~ 


ae ism." The hand of the Comintern is unmistakable’ in 


the Decisions and in early CCP policy documents. 


:Chen Po-ta:. "Mao Tse-tung's Theory on the Chinese Revolu- 


tion Is the Integration of Marxism-Leninism with the 
Chinese Revolution.” Hsueh-hsi (Study), Peking, 1 July 
1951,..° - ek 


' 
t 


Chang Ju-hsin: Kuan-yu.Mao Tse-tung Tung-chih tsai Ti-i- 
tzu Kuo-nei Ko-ming Chan-cheng Shih-chi ti Liang-pien 
Chu-tso (On Two Works of Comrade Wao Tse-tung During - 
the First Revolutionary Civil War Period). Jen-min Chu-- 
pan She, Peking, September 1953, p. 6. (This pamphlet 
is the published version of a lecture given by Chang: 
at the Marx-Lenin Academy, Peking, in June 1953). 


Chang: ibid., pp. 7-8. 


Engels: ."Die Bewegungen von 1847" (The Movements of 1847), 


rag aden ee Gesamtausgabe (Collected Works), Sec- 
tion I, Volume VI, Marx-Engeis Verlag,.G.M.B.H., Berlin, 
1932, pp. 397-8. (Originally. published as an article in 


the Deutscher Brusseler Zeitung, 23 January 1848, Number — 


7, pp. 1-2.) : 


Lenin: Two Tactics of Social Democracy in the Democratic 
Revolution, June-July 1905, International Publishers, 


New York, 1935; p..41. 


Lenin:. ibid., p.: 41. 
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15. Lenin:. ibid., p. 59. According to eakalky: in 1905 Lenin © 

; did not adhere to the view that the bourgéois—democratic: 
a ‘ revolution would "pass over" into the socialist revolu- 
tion, and it:was only in the spring of 1917 that he ad- 
vanced this idea, re-equipped with Trotsky’ 8 theory of 

"permanent revolution." ; : 


' 16. Lenin: Selected Works, Volume Itt, International Publishers, 
New York, no date, p. 258. 


17. Lenin: “Democracy and Narodism in China" (15 July 1912), 
in The National Liberation Movement in the’ East: Lenin, 
Foreign panenngrs ‘Publishing House, Moscow, 1957, pp. 
43-44, ; a 


18. Lenin: ibid., p. 45. 
19. Lenin: ibid., p. 47. 


2a. Lenin: ‘tRegenerated China” (8 November 1912), in The 
Nationad Liberation Movement. in the East: Lenin, op. 
p. oy, the chief Indian delegate To 
the Second Congress of the Comintern, July-August: 1920 
opposed Lenin's view that a “temporary alliance": with: 
the bourgeoisie in colonial: areas should be eStablished. 
Roy insisted on. complete Communist party leadership of. 


promise, Lenin on 26 July told the Congress that “we. 
should speak of the national-revolutionary and not of 
- the ‘bourgeois-democratic' movements” in the East. Thus 
‘ ‘ '. in the 1920's, Chinese Communists’ designated the KMT 
fj . as leader of the "national revolution,” but many lead- 
; ers feared the whemEeEasy alliance," 


Zl... Statin: "The Political Tasks of the University of the 
Peoples of the East” (18 May 1925), in Works, Volume 
VII, Foréign Languages Publishing House, Moscow, 1954, 
p. 151..Peng, Shuxchih was one of ‘several Chinese Com~ 
munist eheortete who discussed proletarian Poadesenir 
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revolutions in the Far East from the outset. AS a com- sates tS 
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pefore Mao allegedly did. In his: Who Aré' the Leaders 


of the Chinese National Revolution? of Tate 1924, Peng 


States that. the Proletariat Is stronger than. the in-- 
dustrial bourgeoisié, as it extendéd to both Chinese~ 


owned and foreign-owned industries.. The "natural lead-.. 


er" of the revolution, therefore, was not the bourg-~ 


eoisie but the proletariat. (Cf. Peng Shu-chih" "Chuitig-" 


kuo Ko-ming chih Ken~pen:.Wen-ti" /Basic. Problems of the 
Chinese Revolution/, in Chung-kuo Ko-ming Wen-ti Lun — 


Wen-chi /A Collection of Essays on Problems of the Chi- — 


nese Revolution/, Hsin Ching-nien ane» Shanghai, AGS 
p. 29.) 


Mao Tse-tung: Hsuan-chi. eguiested Works), Volume I, Jen- 
min Chu-pan ‘She, Pe King, October 1951, p.: 9. 


Chang Ju~hsin: Op. cit., aoyteabed 1953, pp. 11-12. 


Mao Tse-tung: Selected Works, Volume I, English Edition, 
: yateraat sonst Publishers, New York, 1954, p. 17. 


Mao Tse-tung: ipid., pp. 31-32. 


Lenin: Selected Works, Volume III,- International Pub- 
lishers, New York, no date, pp. 159, 286, Lenin dis~ | 
played, however, no deep Sympathy for the peasants and 
wanted to use them only as an ally. Thus. ‘in his ‘The At- 
titude of Social Democracy Toward the Peasant Movement 
o eptember e says; "We support the peasan 

-. movement in so far as it.is revolutionary. and democratic. 
We are making ready (making ready at once, immediately) 


to fight it in so far as it becomes reactionary and anti-_ 


proletarian,...At first we support to the end by all 
means, including confiscation, the peasantry generally 
against the landlords and then (or rather, not ‘then, 
but at the same time) we support the proletariat against 
the peasantry- in ‘general. " (C8. Lenin: Salected Yorks, 
‘Volume iT’, ibid. “y ‘PP. 144-146.) oo 
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27. "Report of the Commission on the National and Colonial: 
Questions to the Second Congress of the Communist Inter- 
national (26 July 1920)," in The National. Liberation 
Movement in the East: Lenin, op. cit., pp.: - 


, 88. In line with Lenin's Comintern thesis of 1920, the Mani- 

festo of the CCP Adopted in July 1922 by the Second 
Congress states that: "Three hundred million Chinese 
peasants are the most. important factors of our revolu- 
tionary movement.... We believe that the Chinese 
revolution will quickly succeed when the majority of 
the peasants aliy themselves with the workers." (Cf. 
Chen Kung-po: The_ Communist Movement in China (1924), 
op. cit., p. 120. Chang Kuo-tao Has said that he ; 
worked on the deattiae of the Manifesto.) Neverthe-~ 
1e38, the CCP's major effort. in the very early 1920's 
vy. & concentrated on organizing factory workers, rail- 

SAG . road' workers, seamen, and dockworkers in the cities. 


29, Hua Kang: The Great Chinese Revolution of -1925-1927, Two 
Volumes, ShanghaT, L931, Chapter 4, Section IV. 


-30. Peng Pai: "“Hai-feng Nung-min Yun-tung Pao-kao" (Report 
on the Peasant Movement in Haifeng), in Chung-kuo Nung- 
min (The Chinese Peasant), op. cit., Canton, 1926: Num- 
ber:1, 1 January; Number 3, I March; Number 4, 1 April; 
and Number 5, 1 May. (Cf. also T: C. Chang: The Peas— 
ant Movement in Kwangtung, Shanghai, 1928). ~~ 


31. Hunan Nung-min Yun-tung Mu-chien ti Tse-lueh (Current 
Tactics for the Peasant Movement in Hunan), Chung-Kuo - 
‘Nung-min (The Chinese Peasant), op. aoe Canton, Nun- 
ber 98, I August 1926, pp. 30-40. 


32. Kan Nai-kuang: "Shui Shih Kuo-min Ko-ming ti Chu-1i Chun?" 
(What is the Main Force of the National Revolution?), 


yee, in Chung-kuo Nung-min (The Chinese Peasant), abae is PP. 
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33. "Theses on. the Situation in China," adopted by the Seventh. 
Plenum, Executive Committee, ‘Communist International, No~ 
vember~December 1926, Inprecor, Paris, 20: February "1927, 
The theses limited the ‘Communists to confiscating only 
the land of “reactionary” militarists, and this had ‘the 
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